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Media information 

Car.Software Org of Volkswagen acquires camera 
software business area from HELLA 
 
• Through the acquisition, the software company of the Volkswagen Group will expand its 

competence in the field of image processing  
• Dirk Hilgenberg, CEO of the Car.Software Org: “We are strengthening our competence for 

the development of safe and innovative driving functions.” 
• Car.Software Org develops assistance systems and automated driving functions for all 

brands of the Volkswagen Group 
 

 

Berlin/Wolfsburg, September 29, 2020. The Car.Software Org of the Volkswagen Group is 
acquiring the front camera software business area of software specialist HELLA Aglaia 
Mobile Vision GmbH, a wholly owned subsidiary of HELLA GmbH & Co. KGaA, including 
the associated testing and validation departments. Through this transaction, the software 
company intends to expand its competence in the field of image processing and to forge 
ahead with the development of automated driving functions for all Volkswagen Group 
brands. In the course of the acquisition, about half of the employees of HELLA Aglaia are 
to be transferred to the Car.Software Org. The acquisition, which is still subject to approval 
by the anti-trust authorities, is expected to be completed at the beginning of 2021.  
 
“By acquiring the camera software business area of HELLA together with the relevant image 
processing know-how, we are continuing our strategy of developing key software components in-
house in the future. This way, we will boost the development of competence in the field of 
computer vision within the Car.Software Org and strengthen our position for the development of 
safe and innovative driving functions,” says Dirk Hilgenberg, CEO of the Car.Software Org. 

“Our departure from the front camera software business is based on strict portfolio management. 
We are therefore pleased to have found a partner in Volkswagen to continue the strategic 
development of these activities,” says Dr. Rolf Breidenbach, CEO of HELLA. “Irrespective of this 
development, we will continue to invest consistently in future-oriented automotive areas such as 
e-mobility, automated driving, software and digitalization.“ 
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Development of key competence for automated driving  
The Car.Software Org is developing driver assistance systems up to automated driving and 
parking on behalf of all Group brands. Image processing is a key competence in this area with 
growing strategic relevance for the future. The objective is to generate a precise image of the 
vehicle’s surroundings using data from cameras and other sensors. This will allow the vehicle to 
detect its environment and to determine its position, to predict situations and to carry out 
proactive maneuvers. 
 
The acquisition of the long-standing expertise of HELLA Aglaia will represent a key element in 
these efforts. The software specialist has a high level of competence in the development and 
validation of image processing software in the automotive environment. This especially includes 
optical and AI-based systems allowing vehicles to detect and classify elements of their 
surroundings such as objects, lights, lanes and traffic signs. 
 
Car.Software Org pools software skills of the Volkswagen Group 
The employees of the HELLA Aglaia front camera systems business area are to reinforce the Berlin 
location of the Car.Software Org. The independent software company groups together the 
software skills of the Volkswagen Group, from its Volkswagen, Audi and Porsche brands as well as 
other subsidiaries and continues to expand this competence. The specialists are developing a 
standardized software architecture for vehicles of all brands within the Group as well as a digital 
ecosystem and customer-oriented functions for the sales organization. In addition, the software 
unit will in future group together technical platform solutions for data-driven business models 
and innovations. To accomplish these tasks, investments in excess of  €7 billion are planned up to 
2025. 
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Note: 
This text can be downloaded from: www.volkswagen-newsroom.com. 
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About the Volkswagen Group: 

The Volkswagen Group, with its headquarters in Wolfsburg, is one of the world’s leading automobile 

manufacturers and the largest carmaker in Europe. The Group comprises twelve brands from seven European 

countries: Volkswagen Passenger Cars, Audi, SEAT, ŠKODA, Bentley, Bugatti, Lamborghini, Porsche, Ducati, 

Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles, Scania and MAN. The passenger car portfolio ranges from small cars all the 

way to luxury-class vehicles. Ducati offers motorcycles. In the light and heavy commercial vehicles sector, the 

products range from pick-ups to buses and heavy trucks. Every weekday, 671.205 employees around the globe 

produce on average 44,567 vehicles, are involved in vehicle-related services or work in other areas of business. 

The Volkswagen Group sells its vehicles in 153 countries. 

 
In 2019, the total number of vehicles delivered to customers by the Group globally was 10.97 million (2018: 

10.83 million). The passenger car global market share was 12.9 percent. Group sales revenue in 2019 totaled 

EUR 252.6 billion (2018: EUR 235.8 billion). Earnings after tax in the fiscal year now ended amounted to 

EUR 14.0 billion (2018: EUR 12.2 billion). 
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